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Ezekiel Chapter 25

III. Prophecies Against the Gentile Nations (25:1 — 32:32).
A. Ammon, Moab, Edom and the Philistines (25:1-17).

Prophecy against Ammon

EXEGESIS OF VERSES 1 —4:

VERSE ONE
“And the word of Yahweh came to me saying...”

PR DX MMT3T M

(conj. V/w "and" + verb-qal-imperf-3rd-m-s 1”7 7/hayah "it came" + noun-m-s const. 727/
dabar "word of..." + proper noun i111%/yhwh "Yahweh" + prep. w/ suf-1st-c-s 5?}/’61 "to me"
+ prep. 5L [untranslated] + verb-qal-inf. const. 12X/’amar "saying").

VERSE TWO
“Son of man, set your face toward Ammon and prophesy against them”.

DTN NI TY 9RON TR O BIN)2

(noun-m-s const. ]2/ben "son of..." + noun--s @7X/'adam "man" + verb-qal-imper-m-s 0 0/siym
"set" + noun-f-p. w/ suf-2nd-m-s i138/paneh "your face" + prep. 5?5/'61 "toward: + noun-m-pl |
2/ben "sons of..." + proper noun ]ﬁ?ﬁ!_]/’amon "Ammon" + conj. /w "and" + verb-niph-imper-m-s

N2J/naba' "prophesy" + prep. w/ suf-3rd-m-pl '75_.7/'211 "upon them").

VERSE THREE
“For you will say to the sons of Ammon, ‘Hear the word of Adonay Yahweh. Thus says
Adonay Yahweh: on account of the fact that you have said ‘Aha’ against My sanctuary
because it has been profaned and against the land of Israel because it has been devastated
and against the house of Judah because they went into the captivity’”.




Ezekiel Chapter 25
Stephanos Church
P-T Christopher Ollila

’J'TN peh b kih ’37& 027 W?JW ]WJSJ ‘325 Rmiehy
ARTNTONT SIS womON e TN
Mot 1:57 -l thil - 5&1 MY D oN
(conj. Vw "for" + verb-qal-perf--2nd-m-s [waw consec] aR/’amar "you will say" + prep. 5/L
"to" + noun-m-pl const. ]2/ben "sons of..." + proper noun ﬁ?ﬁi_]/‘ammon "Ammon" + verb-qal-
imper-m-pl SJ?_J@/shama‘ "hear" + noun-m-s const. 7237 /dabar "word of..." + proper noun
‘Q"T{ﬁ/’adonay "Adonay" T7/yhwh "Yahweh" + adv. 3/koh "thus" + verb-qal-perf-3rd-m-
s MR /'amar "says" + proper noun ‘gﬁ{ﬁ/'adonay "Adonay" 117%/yhwh "Yahweh" adv. 1%/
ya‘an "on account of..." + verb-qal-inf. w/ suf-2nd-f-s IR /’amar "your saying" + interj. R77/
he’ach "aha!" + prep. 5§/’e1 "unto'" + noun-m-s w/ suf-1st-c-s Wjﬁ?;/miqedash "my
sanctuary" + conj. '2/kiy "because” + verb-niph-perf-3rd-m-s 5§U/chalal "it has been
profaned" + conj. 1/w "and" + prep. 5?5/’(31 "unto" + noun-f-s const. I127TR/’adamah "land
of..." + proper noun ‘78?f§7.‘/yisera’el "Israel" + conj. *2/kiy "because" + verb-niph-perf-3rd-f-s
an Eg/shamem "it has been devastated' + conj. 1/w prep. BN/ ’el "unto'" + noun-m-s const.
N*2/bayith "house of..." + proper noun 1777 /yehuda "Judah" + conj. *2/kiy "because" +
verb-qal-perf-3rd-c-pl ':[(?:I/halak "they went" + prep. 2/B "into" + noun-f-s w/ d.a. ﬂi?ﬁﬂ/
golah "the captivity").

VERSE FOUR
“Therefore behold I am giving you to the sons of the east for a possession and they will set
their encampments among you and they will set their tents among you. They themselves
will eat your fruit and they themselves will drink your milk”.
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(prep. 5L [untransalted] + adv. ]2/ken "therefore" + interj w/ suff-1st-c-s I13i7/hinneh "behold
I'"" +to be verb [supplied] "am" + verb-qal-part-m-s w/ suf-2nd-f-s J03/nathan "giving you" +
prep. 5/L "to" + noun-m-pl const. J2/ben "sons of..." + noun-m-s B772/qedem "east" + prep. 5
L "for" + noun-f-s ﬂ@jﬁ?ﬁ/morashah ""a possession' + conj. 1/w "and" + verb-piel-perf-3rd-c-
pl [waw consec] 3!;7:/yashab "they will dwell" + noun-f-pl w/ suf-3rd-m-pl 77 *Q/tiyrah "their
encampments' + prep. w/ suf-2nd-f-s 2/B "amongst you'" + conj. /w "and" + verb-qal-
perf-3rd-c-pl J03/nathan "they will set" + prep. w/ suf-2nd-f-s 2/B "amongst you' + noun-m-
pl w/ suf-3rd-m-pl ]?WD/mishkan "their dwellings" + pron-3rd-m-pl Q77/hem "themselves" +
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verb-qal-imperf-3rd-m-pl 5;?5/ "akal "they will eat" + noun-m-s w/ suf-2nd-f-s *2/periy "your

fruit" + conj. /w "and" + pron 877/hem "themselves" + verb-qal-imperf-3rd-m-pl ﬂlj@/
shatah "they will drink" + noun-m-s w/ suf-2nd-f-s Di?fj/chalab "your milk").

ANALYSIS OF VERSES 1 —4:

1.

10.

I1.

Having given extensive details regarding the destruction of the nation of Israel, God now
turns to address the evil of the Gentile nations of the Near East and their destiny. The
first nation on His list is that of Ammon.

Ezekiel indicates that a new communication has come his way with the now all too
familiar phrase, “And the word of Yahweh came to me saying...”

We do not know how much time has passed since the previous communication. Since we
do not have any direction on what year it is, we have no choice but to assume that Ezekiel
is receiving this prophecy in the ninth year, sometime after the previous communications
regarding the sign act of chapter twenty-four.

He continues in verse two where Yahweh states, “Son of man, set your face toward
Ammon and prophesy against them”.

Each time Ezekiel is instructed to “set his face” against a people or nation, he does so to
indicate God’s displeasure with such ones (cp. Ezek. 7:2; 20:46; 21:12; 35:2).

While up until now, God has directed him to espouse divine displeasure toward his own
people, here God begins to instruct him to do so toward the various Gentile nations
surrounding Israel.

The nation of Ammon was one of the two nations descended from Lot’s incestuous
relationship with his daughters (cp. Gen. 19:30-38).

The Ammonites were enemies to the Jews from the time of Judges and continued to be a
thorn in their side on and off throughout the years (Judg. 3:13; 11:32; I Sam. 11:2).

Recall that the sons of Ammon were alluded to in verse twenty-one during a previous
sign act made by Ezekiel. Recall that he was to make a sign post at the fork in the road.

Such demonstrated Nebuchadnezzar’s choice to go to Jerusalem as opposed to Rabbah
(the capital of Ammon — Ezek. 21:1f¥).

Perhaps when the Ammonites heard of Nebuchadnezzar’s choice to go to war against
Judah they breathed a great sigh of relief. However such was only a temporary peace.
Once the Babylonians destroy Judah and Jerusalem, Ammon is one of the countries that
is next on the list!
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Such is demonstrated by part two of the adventures of the polished sword, where it is
turned on the Ammonites after it has finished its deadly task in Jerusalem (cp. Ezek. 21:
28:1Y).

Yahweh tells Ezekiel in verse three, “For you will say to the sons of Ammon, ‘Hear the
word of Adonay Yahweh. Thus says Adonay Yahweh: on account of the fact that
you have said ‘Aha’ against My sanctuary because it has been profaned and against
the land of Israel because it has been devastated and against the house of Judah

because they went into the captivity’”.

Even more than being on Nebuchadnezzar’s hit list, we must realize that they are also on
God’s hit list and that is the reason He is using the Babylonians as a tool against the
Ammonites in the same way he wielded the Babylonian scourge against Israel!

Realize that God controls all of human history to include any and all acts of war (Rom.
9:29; James. 5:4).

Here we find the reason of why God is looping the Babylonian Army back towards
Ammon and Rabbah. It is because they have said “Aha” against the temple, land of
Israel and Tribe of Judah when they saw that Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed them.

Our word for “aha!” is the interjection, m5 U/he’ach, “Aha!”. However we must realize
that they have not merely uttered the word, “Aha!”. They have uttered it because they
had seen an opportunity to take advantage of the southern kingdom of Judah when these
things occurred.

Hence the “Aha!” was “Aha! Here is our chance, let’s hit them while they are down!!!”

The Ammonites actually tried to take over part of the country after Nebuchadnezzar had
subdued it.

Note that they waited till after so many people had been deported to make their move, at
a time when there were very few able-bodied people to even attempt to stop them (Jer.
40:13-41:10; 49:1-6)!

As a result of their taking advantage of God’s country when His people were down, they
will pay a heavy price.

While the Jews of Ezekiel’s day where evil and received their just desert, they were still
God’s people and the actions of deemed Ammon unrighteous.

Ezekiel is to declare this to the sons of Ammon. However we must pause at this point
and consider how and under what circumstances this will occur.

Realize that Ezekiel’s audience is composed of the dispersed sons of the house of Israel
(Ezek. 2:3).
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Hence his audience consists of the dispersed Jews living in Tel Abib on the Chebar River.
He is not generally permitted to leave his home (Ezek. 3:25).

Thus he is not being commissioned to go and preach to the sons of Ammon as Joseph had
been to the people of Nineveh.

So it begs the question, “How exactly does he prophecy against the Sons of Ammon and
say these things to them?!!!”

The answer lays in the fact that he is to address his speech to them even though they are
not present to hear him. It is a proclamation addressed to the sons of Ammon but to be
heard by the dispersed sons of Israel!

Yahweh states in verse four, “Therefore behold I am giving you to the sons of the east
for a possession and they will set their encampments among you and they will set
their tents among you. They themselves will eat your fruit and they themselves will
drink your milk”.

Here we have another great example of poetic justice which God often delights in. Just
as the Ammonites sought to take over parts of Jerusalem taking their land and agriculture,
they will have their own home taken from them!

Note that God tells Ezekiel that he is giving the sons of Ammon into the hands of the
“sons of the east”.

This begs the question, “Who are the sons of the East?”. The Land of Babylon dwelt east
of both Judah and Ammon.

Hence Ammon is about to be incorporated into the Babylonian Empire the same way that
the Jews had been.

What’s more the people are going to be given to them for “a possession”.

Our word translated as “a possession” is the feminine, singular noun, ﬂ@jm/morashah,

“a possession, inheritance, heritage”.

It is used of mostly of land and implies that their entire country will become the property
of the Babylonian Empire (Exod. 6:8; Deut. 33:4; Ezek. 11:15; 25:4, 10; 33:24; 36:2f, 5).

The Babylonians will both set their encampments among them (military camps) as well
as their tents (i.e. they will build homes among them).

In other words they are going to move right in and take up an abode in their country!

What’s more they will take and utilize their agriculture (fruits and milk).
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40. In other words the Babylonians are going to swoop in and take what had belonged to the
Ammonites.

41. Note the used of the emphatic pronouns in the final two clauses of verse four: “They
themselves will eat your fruit” and “They, themselves will drink your milk”.

42. There is no question as to who is swooping in and taking advantage of the land and
usurping what once belonged to the Ammonites.

43. Such is indicative of what happens when a nation faces the 5t cycle of discipline (Deut.
28:28-34).

44. Do not be surprised when you see some of the same things occurring in our own nation!

EXEGESIS OF VERSES 5-7:
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VERSE FIVE
“And I will make Rabbah a dwelling place for camels and the sons of Ammon a resting
place for flocks. For you will know that I am Yahweh”.

INSTPIIRZ WY 2T 25R) TND RTIN RO TR 2Ry

(conj. 1w "and" + verb-qal-perf-1st-c-s[waw consec] ]13/nathan "I will give" + sign d.o.

PR /'eth [untranslated] + proper noun 1727/rabbah "Rabbah" + prep. 5/L "for" +noun-m-s
const. iT13/nawe "dwelling place for..." + noun-m-pl BQQ/gamal "camels..." + conj. 1/w
"and" + sign. d.o. X/'eth [untranslated] + noun-m-pl const. J2/ben "sons of..." + proper noun ]
MY /ammon "Ammeon" + prep. 5/L "for" + noun-m-s const. V' 271/marebets "resting place"
+ noun-f-s ]xg/tson "flock" + conj. //w "and" + verb-qal-perf-2nd-m-pl [waw consec] ¥7"/
yada' "you will know" + conj. *2/kiy "that" + pron-1st-c-s *3N/'aniy "I" + to be verb [supplied]
"am' + proper noun 1777/ yhwh "Yahweh").

VERSE SIX
“For thus says Adonay Yahweh ‘You have clapped your hands and stomped your feet and
rejoiced in all of your contempt of spirit unto Israel’”.

P12 TR TN LTI I N 12 03
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(conj. YD/kiy "for" + adv. "2/koy "thus" + verb-qal-perf-3rd-m-s MR /’amar "says" + proper
noun ‘T.'J"m/'adonay 111 /yhwh "Adonay Yahweh" +adv. ]1*/yahan "because" + verb-qal-inf.

orn

const. w/ suf-2nd-m-s X73/macha’ "you strike" + noun-f-s 7"/yad "hand" + conj. 1/w "and" +
verb-qal-inf. const. w/ suf-2nd-m-s JP7)/raga‘ "stomp" + prep. 2/B "with" + noun-f-s 537/
regel "foot" + con. 1/w "and" + verb-qal-imperf-2nd-m-s [waw consec] U@@/sameach "you
rejoiced" + prep. 2/B "in" + noun-m-s const. 59/kol "all of..." + noun-m-s w/ suf-2nd-m-s
E?T{W/she'at "your contempt" + prep. 2/B "in" + noun-f-s W@;/nephesh " spirit/soul" + prep.
5?5/ ‘el "unto" + noun-f-s const M2 IR /'adamah "land of..." + proper noun ‘78:lf;7,’/yisra'el
"I.srael"). .
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VERSE SEVEN
“Therefore behold I, Myself will stretch out My hand upon you and give you over to
plunder for the nations and I will cut you off from the peoples and cause you to perish from
the lands and I will destroy you and you will know that I am Yahweh”.

%% 251 (29 7R 75 ST om0 35
TTRUS MISINTPR TRTINT 2RI PRI
© M WD PYT

(prep. 5L [untranslate] + adv. ]2/ken "therefore" + interj w/ suf-1st-c-s. 1377/hinneh "behold
I'"" + verb-qal-perf-1st-c-s iT23/natah "I will stretch out" + sign. d.o. NR/'eth [untranslated] +
noun-f-s w/ suf-1st-c-s 7/yad "my hand" + prep. w/ suf-2nd-m-s ‘73_.7/ ‘al "over you" + conj. 1/
w "and" + verb-qal-perf-1st-c-s [waw consec] w/ suf-2nd-m-s J03/nathan "I will give you” +
prep. 5/L "for" + T2/baz "plunder/spoil" + prep. S/L "for" + noun-m-pl w/ d.a. ¥33/goy "the
nations" + conj. //w "and" + verb-hiph-perf-1st-c-s [waw consec] w/ suf-2nd-m-s N72/karath
"I will cut you off" + prep. J3/min "from" + noun-m-pl w/ d.a. QY/'am "the peoples" + conj.
1w "and" + verb-hiph-perf-1st-c-s [waw consec] w/ suf-2nd-m-s T2R/'abad "I will cause you
to perish" + prep. ]73/min "from" + noun-fpl w/ d.a. IR /’erets "the lands" + verb-hiph-
imperf-1st-c-s w/ suf-2nd-m-s 'T?_i!é?shamad "I will destroy you" + conj. /w "and" + verb-qal-
perf-2nd-m-s [waw consec] J7"/yada‘ "you will know" + conj. *2/kiy "that" + pron-1st-c-s
*IN/'aniy "I'" + to be verb [supplied] "am" + proper noun 111 /yhwh "Yahweh").

ANALYSIS OF VERSES 5-7:
1. Yahweh continues with His description of Ammon’s future punishment.

2. He states in verse five, “And I will make Rabbah a dwelling place for camels and the
sons of Ammon a resting place for flocks. For you will know that I am Yahweh”.

3. Such language is fairly common in the Bible. When God overthrows a nation,
permanently, it is said to be a land that supports animal life but not human existence (Isa.
13:21; 34:13; Jer. 50:39).

4. Camels and flocks of sheep and goats would not normally live in a populated city unless
said city had been torn to the ground and all of the people killed or dispersed.

5. However camels and flocks do not generally wonder the desert on their own. Such
speaks of travelers resting their camels and Bedouin nomads traveling with their flocks.
Such will be the limit of livelihood in this once bustling city!!!
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Recall that Rabbabh is the capital city of this nation, indicating that its central government
and major center of trade and social life is thus erased and become a land where animals
live and graze.

Note the final clause. God states that they will know that He is Yahweh. While they may
be pagans, they will know that the God of the Jews has avenged His people!!!

. He continues in verse six where He states “For thus says Adonay Yahweh ‘You have

clapped your hands and stomped your feet and rejoiced in all of your contempt of
spirit unto Israel’”.

The Ammonites were just giddy about Israel falling to Babylon. They actually celebrated
her demise.

However realize too that they had gone the extra steps of moving in and taking over part
of her land, even murdering the governor put in place by the Babylonians so as to take

over the local government and begin taking advantage of Israel’s land and resources (Jer.
40:13-41:10; 49:1-6; Zeph. 2:15).

However make no bones about it. God is most assuredly displeased at their taking
pleasure from His people’s downfall.

Note the phrase, “contempt of spirit”. They did not merely offer overt actions regarding
their pleasure at Israel’s downfall but bore it in their heart as well.

It greatly displeases God even if we take pleasure in our enemy’s downfall (Prov. 24:17).

This will result not merely in Yahweh'’s displeasure but His taking decisive action
whereby he will utterly destroy the Ammonites.

He states in verse seven, “Therefore behold I, Myself will stretch out My hand upon
you and give you over to plunder for the nations and I will cut you off from the
peoples and cause you to perish from the lands and I will destroy you and you will
know that I am Yahweh”.

Their taking advantage of the Jews in their time of weakness was the straw that broke the
camel’s back and brings in the 5t cycle of discipline for the sons of Ammon.

While they had clapped their hands, Yahweh now stretches out His hand to do them harm.

Such language indicates something much more severe than the punishment Israel faces.
They will not only be destroyed but “cut off”” from the peoples” and “perish from the
lands”, indicating that they lose everything and are not even a nation of people any
longer!
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Israel will be out of the land for 70 (much longer for most). No such promise is given to
the sons of Ammon.

They will simply be given over to plunder and destroyed.

Note that they will be given over “to the nations”. Earlier we read that the “sons of the
east” would move in and take their land and resources. Hence they are the major nation
to do them in.

However verse seven hints at other nations or tribes moving in to take advantage as well.

Ironically, Ammon celebrated the Jews demise and couldn’t wait to take their land and
wealth away, yet that is exactly what is going to occur in their own country as they fall
victim to other nations.

Note that Yahweh, Himself, is the one orchestrating this declaration as He lifts up his
hand against them.

They will be the victims of His poetic justice as the other nations will have done to them
the very thing they plotted against Israel!

All of the language points to a final end for Ammon, which will be completely destroyed.
It never came back as a nation after the destruction that God gives them via the
Babylonians to this very day.

However there is prophecy that states she will one day be restored in the end times (Dan.
11:41; Jer. 49:1-6).

God ends this section by repeating the phrase, “And you will know that I am Yahweh”.

Again, at some point the people of Ammon will know that Yahweh, the God of the
Hebrews is responsible for these actions.
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Prophecy against Moab

EXEGESIS OF VERSES 8 - 11

VERSE EIGHT
“Thus says Adonay Yahweh, because you say Moab and Seir, ‘behold the house of Judah
has is like all of the nations’”
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(conj. 112 /koh "thus" + verb-qal-perf-3rd-m-s 12X /'amar "says" + proper noun ‘TJ"RS/'adonay
1Y /yhwh "Adonay Yahweh" + adv. Ji*/ya‘an "because' + verb-qal-inf. const. 2R /’amar
"say" + proper noun J?Sﬁfﬁ/mo’ab "Moab" + conj. /w "and" + proper noun 7 DW/se'iyr
"Seir'" + interj. 113i7/hinneh "behold" + prep. 2/K "like" + noun-m-s const. 59/kol "all of..."
+ noun-m-pl w/ d.a 11/goy "the nations" + to be verb [supplied] noun-m-s const. NY2/bayith
"house of..." + proper noun i1717/ychudah "Judah").

VERSE NINE
“Therefore behold I am opening up the flank of Moab from the cities, beginning with the
cities on the frontier, the beauty of the land, Beth-Jeshimoth, Baal-Meon and Kiriathaim”.

3P MR D"'ISJ‘TD 3&1?3 ﬂﬂD PR ﬂﬂB “JJ‘T ]35
AR (MNP ]117?3 5172 DD‘W"T ma IR, ’23

(prep. 5L [untranslated] + adv. ]2/ken "therefore" + interj. w/ suf-1st-c-s 113i7/hinneh
"behold I" + to be verb [supplied] "am" + verb-qal-part-m-s MD2/patach "opening" + sign.
d.o. NX/'eth [untranslated] + noun-f-s const. F)12/katheph "shoulder/side of..." + proper noun
212*55?3/m0’ab "Moab' + prep. J13/min "from" + noun-f-pl w/ d.a °D/'iyr "the cities" + prep. ]
12/min "from" + noun-f-pl w/ suf-3rd-m-s 3°U/'iyr "his cities" + prep. J12/min "from" + noun-
m-s w/ suf-3rd-m-s "32/qatseh "his frontier" + noun-m-s const. "23/tsebiy "beauty of..." +
noun-f-s "I /'erets "land" + proper noun ﬂm’!ﬁ:’fj N"2/beyth hayeshiymoth " Beth-
Jeshimoth" + proper noun ]ﬁSJ?:J ‘73_.7 2/bayal me'on "Baal-Meon" + conj. /w "and" + proper

noun 1’07 2/gireyathayim "Kiriathaim").

VERSE TEN
“And I will give them to the sons of the east in addition to the sons of Ammon for a
possession and in order that Ammon will not be remembered among the nations”.

TRING R YIRS TRON 1y B2y B TpTind
. :D:ﬁﬂ; ]WJSJ"J:L

(prep. 5/L "unto" + noun-m-pl const. J2/ben "sons of..." + noun-m-s 72/qedem "east" +

prep. 53_]/ ‘al "on top of" + noun-m-pl const. ]2/ben "sons of..." + proper noun ]ﬁ?ﬁ!j/’ammon
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"Ammon" + conj. V/w “and” + verb-qal-perf-1st-c-s [waw consec] w/ suf-3rd-f-s J03/nathan "I
will give them" + prep. 9/L "for" + noun-f-s WM /morashah "a possession" + onj. 1/w
"and" + prep. ]S_J?_Di?/lem"an "in order that" + neg. adv. X5/l0” "not" + verb-niph-3rd-f-s 721/
zakar "she will be remembered" + noun-m-pl const. ]2/ben "sons of" + proper noun ﬁm_: /

‘ammon "Ammon" + prep 2/B "among" + noun-m-pl w/ d.a. ¥33/goy "the nations").

VERSE ELEVEN
“And I will execute justice on Moab and they will know that I am Yahweh”.

I IRTD DT D02 TUUR 2R

(conj. 1/w "and" + prep. 2/B "on" + proper noun 3§ﬁ?3/mo’ab "Moab" + verb-qal-imperf-1st-
c-s :‘IEQSTJ/'asah "I will excecute' + noun-m-pl D?W/shephet "judgments' + conj. 1/w "and" +
verb-qal-perf-3rd-c-pl 7"/yada‘ "they will know" + conj. *2/kiy "that" + pron-1st-c-s
"IN/'aniy "I" + to be verb [supplied] "am" + proper noun i117%/yhwh "Yahweh").

ANALYSIS OF VERSES 8 - 11
1. Yahweh shifts gears a bit here. Having discussed the fate of Ammon, He shifts to another
nation which lay to Israel’s east, Moab.

2. He states in verse eight, “Thus says Adonay Yahweh, because you say Moab and Seir,
‘behold the house of Judah has is like all of the nations’”

3. Israel had been the recipient of very special protections from the hand of Yahweh over the
years.

4. Moab, like Ammon saw an opportunity when the Jews fell to Nebuchadnezzar.

5. Indeed, she, along with Ammon had joined in with Nebuchadnezzar in his previous
venture to defeat Israel and take Jehoiachin into custody (2nd siege — II Kings 24:2ff).

6. However there is no reference to the Moabites attempting to take land once Judah fell.

7. Moab, like Ammon, was descended from one of the sons of Lot whom he had with his
daughter (Gen. 19:37).

8. This nation grew up right beside Israel and was a thorn in her side from time to time.

9. God has determined that she is to be destroyed due to her treachery.
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The reference to Seir is to Mount Seir which was located in Edom. Both nations are
guilty of the same crime, claiming Israel has become a mere nation just like all the rest
and not special in any way. This was a hot button with God.

Realize that there is a rich history of the feats that God had done for the Jews and given
them the land, from the miracles in Egypt to the victorious conquest (cp. Josh 2:9).

They are essentially stating that Israel is no longer special and God is not going to keep
His promises to the Jews, when in reality God was keeping His promises by giving her
the 5th Cycle of Discipline!!!

Edom is alluded to in this section, as is Ammon, as we shall see. However nothing more
is said of Edom/Seir in this section.

God will deal with Edom more directly in vv. 12 — 14.

He continues in verse nine, where he states “Therefore behold I am opening up the
flank of Moab from the cities, beginning with the cities on the frontier, the beauty of
the land, Beth-Jeshimoth, Baal-Meon and Kiriathaim”.

Our word translated as “flank™ is the feminine, singular noun, ’-jlj;/katheph, “shoulder,
side, mountain ridge or slope”.

It is translated “flank™ as it is on one particular side of the nation that the Babylonians
will attack and overrun them.

They start with the frontier cities on the north: Beth-Jeshimoth, Baal-Meon and
Kiriathaim. However all of the nation will eventually be overrun.

These cities are called “the beauty of the land”, indicating that they were a desirable and
valuable.

Walvoord and Zuck note that “Beth Jeshimoth guarded the ascent to the Medeba Plateau
from the Plans of Moab by the Jordan River. Ball Meon [sic] and Kiriathaim were
important fortresses on the Medeba Plateau” (p. 1276).

Each of these cities would be overrun, the people would be displaced and their enemies
would possess them.

Such is poetic justice as a study of their names finds that these cities were once part of
Israel and had been taken from the Jews after the deportation of the northern tribes which
lived to the east of the Jordan (Num. 32:37, 38; 33:49-53; Josh 12:2, 3; 13:20, 21).

It is perhaps for this reason that God calls them “the beauty of the land” (cp. Jer. 3:19;
Dan. 8:9; 11:16, 41).
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Yahweh continues in verse ten stating, “And I will give them to the sons of the east in
addition to the sons of Ammon for a possession and in order that Ammon will not be
remembered among the nations”.

Moab will suffer the same fate as that of Ammon. They too will be given as a possession
of the “sons of the east”, Babylon, which was east of each of these nations.

However note that God refers back to Ammon which will not be remembered among the
nations anymore.

As previously stated, this is a final death nail for the nation which had physically moved
into the land of Israel upon her demise.

There is prophecy which states that she will be reestablished in the end times (Jer.
49:1-6).

However from the time of their destruction by Nebuchadnezzar up until now, there has
been no independent country of Ammon.

Moab on the other hand seems to have come back for a time once the Babylonian Empire
declined. They are mentioned in the Bible at the time of the return of the Jews to the land
after the 70 year captivity (Ezra 9:1; Neh. 13:1).

God finishes off the section in verse eleven by stating “And I will execute justice on
Moab and they will know that I am Yahweh”.

As was the case in the previous section, Yahweh states that once they are destroyed, they
will know that Yahweh is God and that it is the God of the Jews that has accomplished
these actions.

After the dust settles from the Babylonian juggernaut, much of the land of Moab was
overrun by Nabatean nomads who settled there (Taylor, p. 184).

Moab is mentioned as existing as a nation later on by Daniel as existing in the end times
(though it is not necessary for the nations to be established by name - Dan. 11:41).

However they were eventually snuffed out as a people, in fulfillment of this prophecy as
well as others (cp. Isa. 15, 16; Jer. 48; Amos 2:1-3; Zeph. 2:10).
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Prophecy against Edom

EXEGESIS OF VERSES 12 - 14:

VERSE TWELVE
“Thus says Adonay Yahweh, ‘Because Edom has acted by taking vengeance against the
house of Judah and they have most assuredly committed a trespass by avenging themselves
e on them”.

MR7 CR3 BRI BTN MROY juT T 38 MW T
D3 TP DTN TN T

(conj. M3/koh "thus" + verb-qal-perf-3rd-m-s AR /’amar "'says" + proper noun ‘TJ"IQS/'adonay
11" /yhwh "Adonay Yahweh' + adv. JU%/ya‘an "because" + verb-qal-inf. const. ﬂfQSTJ/‘asah
"acted" + proper noun Dﬁ?f/’edom "Edom" + prep. 2/B "by" + verb-qal-inf. const. B23/
nagam "taking vengeance"+ noun-m-s 023 /nagam "vengeance" + prep. 5/L "unto" + noun-
m-s const. [72/bayith "house of..." + proper noun 1771i7Y/ychudah "Judah" + conj. 1/w "and"
+ verb-qal-imperf-3rd-m-pl DWK‘T{/ ’asham '""'they trespassed" + verb-qal-inf. abs. D@?f/ ’asham
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"having trespassed" + conj. //w "and" + verb-niph-perf-3rd-c-pl B23/nagam "they have taken

vengeance' + prep. w/ suf-3rd-m-pl 2/B "on them").

VERSE THIRTEEN
“Therefore, thus says Adonay Yahweh, ‘I will stretch out My hand against Edom and I will
cut her off from man and beast and I will make the a desolation. They will fall by the
sword from Teman to Dedan”.

"I BITNTOY T onpn MM P e 12 135
302 MY AR TR TANN MR O T
115D

(prep. 5L [untranslated] + adv. ]2/ken “therefore” + adv. M3/koh “thus” + verb-qal-perf-3rd-
m-s '\?_Jk\{/ “amar “says” + proper noun ‘\ﬁks/ ’adonay 111" /yhwh “Adonay Yahweh” conj. V/w
“also” + verb-qal-perf-1st-c-s [waw consec] Mt 3/natah “T will spread out” + noun-f-s w/
suf-1st-c-s 'T\’/yad “my hand” + prep. 53_.7/ ‘al “unto” + proper noun Dﬁkﬁ/ ’edom “Edom” +
conj. 1/w “and” + verb-hiph-perf-1st-c-s th\/karath “I will cut off” + prep. w/ suf-3rd-f-s |12/
min “from her” + noun-m-s IR /’adam “man” + conj. 1/w “and” + noun-f-s aih r12/bchemah
“beast” + conj. 1/w “and” + verb-qal-perf-1st-c-s [waw consec] w/ suf-3rd-f-g ]D\J/ 17iphal “I
will make them” + noun-f-s ﬂﬁjﬁ/char‘ebah “a ruin/desolation” + prep. J12/min “from” +
proper noun ]?_\J’Iﬂ/teman “Teman” + conj. 1/w “and” + proper noun ]'\T’:f/dedan “Dedan” +
prep. 2/B “by” + noun-f-s w/ d.a. 27/chereb “the sword” + verb-qal-imperf-3rd-m-pl 5@\3/ 17
iphal “they will fall”). N

VERSE FOURTEEN
“And I will My take vengeance on Edom by the hand of my people, Israel. And they will
execute in Edom in accordance to My anger and My wrath and they will know My
vengeance declares Adonay Yahweh”. .
0IIN2 WYY SR WY T2 0TI MPrRN nn)
DT PTN BRD MRPYAN W MR02Y BN

(conj. V/w "and" + verb-qal-perf-1st-c-s [waw consec] J03/nathan "I will take" + sign. d.o.
PR /'eth [untranslated] + noun-f-s w/ suf-1st-c-s Mf32d/neqamah "my vengance" + prep. 2/B
"on" + proper noun Dﬁkjs/’edom "Edom" + prep. 2/B "by" + noun-f-s const. 77"/yad "hand

of..." + noun-m-s w/ suf-1st-c-s QY/'am "my people" + proper noun 5&?@_’/yisera’el "Israel" +
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conj. /w "and" + verb-qal-perf-3rd-c-pl [waw consec] TT@STJ/‘asah "They will accomplish" +
prep. 2/B "in"' + proper noun Dﬁ"l{f/’edom "Edom" + prep. 2/K "like" + noun-m-s w/ suf-1st-
c-s F]¥/'aph "my anger" + conj. 7/w "and" + prep. 2/K "like" + noun-f-s w/ suf-1st-c-s iT21/
chemah "my wrath" conj. 7/w "and" + verb-qal-perf-3rd-c-pl [waw consec] J7'/yada‘ "they
will know" + sign. d.o. '¥/'eth [untranslated] + noun-f-s w/ suf-1st-c-s MfAP3/n°qamah "my
vengeance" + noun-m-s const. OXJ/ne>um "a declaration of..." + proper noun ‘TJ"I§/ ’adonay
imMiTY/yhwh ""Adonai Yahweh").

ANALYSIS OF VERSES 12 - 14:
1. Yahweh continues His proclamation aginast Israel’s gentile neighbors in verse twelve
directing His vengeance toward Edom.

2. Edom was mentioned in the prvious section as having committed the same sin as Moab,
celebrating Judah’s downfall and activing as if Israel were like any other nation

3. Hence God responds to this in, yet notes that Edom has gone a few steps further.

4. He states “Thus says Adonay Yahweh, ‘Because Edom has acted by taking vengeance
against the house of Judah and they have most assuredly committed a trespass by
avenging themselves e on them”.

5. Edom was the nation to Israel’s southeast; whose citizens were the descendants of Jacob’s
brother, Esau (Gen. 25:30; 32:3).

6. While Rebecca was pregnant, the two boys wrestled in her womb. When she inquired of
the Lord why this was occurring, God told her that two nations were in her womb and
that they would be bitter enemies (Gen. 25:21-26).

7. This rivalry has continued all through history up to this very day!

8. The Edomites refused to allow the sons of Israel passage through their territory when
they went out of the land of Egypt (Num. 20:18-21).

9. Edom was a thorn in Israel’s side for many years. They were finally subdued in the time
of David and Solomon and placed under tribute (I Sam. 814; I Kings 9:26).

10. However they shook off this yoke during the reign of Jehoram (II Kings 8:20).

11. By time Israel was in decline during the time of Nebuchadnezzar, Edom took advantage
of the situation to do the nation much harm (II Chron. 28:17, 18).

12. They had harbored an old grudge against the Jews and this is the “vengeance” she has
taken against the house of Judah (cp. Psa. 137:7; Lam 4:21, 22 Amos 1:11; Obad. 1:9-11).
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The Edomites joined up with Nebuchadnezzar in his war against Judah and there is
evidence that the Edomites occupied southern Judah at this time (Taylor, p. 185).

By taking their vengeance in such a matter they have “most assuredly committed a
trespass” whereby Yahweh uses a finite verb along with an infinitive absolute, literally,
“committing a trespass they have committed a trespass”.

They were absolutely in the wrong to harbor a petty hatred and jealousy over things that
had taken place in the past as a result of their own actions in attempting harm to the Israel
in the first place.

However people hold on to hatred and that is most assuredly the case here.

Yahweh continues in verse thirteen where He states, “Therefore, thus says Adonay
Yahweh, ‘I will stretch out My hand against Edom and I will cut her off from man
and beast and I will make the a desolation. They will fall by the sword from Teman
to Dedan”.

God states that He will stretch out his hand over Edom. Recall that God lifts His hand to
nation which is language of accommodation where He lifts his hand to lift up a people or
else to strike them down (Isa. 49:22; Ezek. 14:13; 25:16).

He further states that he will cut them off from man and beast indicating complete
destruction of the nation.

Teman and Dedan were two of the chief cities of Edom. He does not merely state that He
will destroy these cities but destroy everything “from Teman to Dedan”.

He continues in verse fourteen where He states, “And I will My take vengeance on
Edom by the hand of my people, Israel...”

Here in lies a specific promise. The previous two nations mentioned (Ammon and Moab)
where to be given over to the “sons of the east”. However Edom is promised destruction
at the hand of Israel!!!

He continues in the final clause of verse fourteen where He states that «...they will
execute in Edom in accordance to My anger and My wrath and they will know My
vengeance declares Adonay Yahweh”.

In other words, they Jews of Israel are going to execute DD on the land of Edom, not the
Babylonians.

A second question now comes to us. How is a nation that is flat on its back and has been
deported into a foreign land with not army going to execute God’s judgment in Edom?

19



26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.
36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Ezekiel Chapter 25
Stephanos Church
P-T Christopher Ollila

Obviously it can’t...right away...This is a prophecy that will occur down the road when
Israel is in shape to conduct warfare against the Edomites.

We know for a fact that they were out of the land for 70 years.

Upon returning they continued on as a dependant nation as part of the Persian Empire at
first and later as part of the Empire established by Alexander the Great.

After Alexander’s death, his kingdom was divided among his four generals and Israel
became the ward of the Seleucid rulers.

They achieved independence for a short time during the revolt brought about by Judas
Maccabeus in the 2nd century BC, giving the Jews autonomy from 160- 138 BC.

According to Josephus,John Hyrcanus subjugated a number of Idumeans (descendants of
the Edomites) and forced them to accept the procedure of circumcision (Maier, p. 221).

However this did anything but destroy them as a people. What’s more, one need usually
take Josephus’ writings with a grain of salt.

The Jew’s time of independence came to an end fairly quickly as they had fallen victim to
a new rising power in the Middle East, the Roman Empire.

In 37 BC the kingdom was turned into a Roman province called “the Herodian Kingdom”
with Herod the Great, son of Antipater, an I[dumean, ruling over Judea having been given
the title, “King of the Jews” by Mark Antony following the death of Julius Caesar
(Pfeiffer, p. 106).

The Idumeans were again a thorn in the Jews side during the war with Rome (66-70 AD).

They attacked Jerusalem in 70 AD with a fighting force 10,000 men strong (Mair, p.
317).

Once they gained access to the city the joined up with what remained of the Zealot

movement and engaged in a great carnage against the Jews killing 8500 in just one day
(ibid, p. 319).

Hence the Idumeans (Edomites) were most assuredly on vanquished by John Hyrcanus’
forces. Rather they continued on into the Roman period and continued to rival the Jews.

The Jews gained their nation back in 1948 and while they have fought various wars
against those around them, they have not destroyed the Idumeans to this day (thought by
many to have survived as the modern day Palestinians!!!

Hence, this prophecy is yet to be fulfilled. It is a prophecy for the end times. (cp. Isa.
63)!!!
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Prophecy against the Philistines

EXEGESIS OF VERSE 15 -17:

VERSE FIFTEEN
“Thus says Adonay Yahweh, ‘Because the Philistines acted with vengeance and took
vengeance with contempt with a heart for destruction, eternal hatred’”.

MWPIM MR oAEPE MY Y I PIN MR 11D
59 naoN YRS Wiz pNYD o)

(adv. T12/koh "thus' + verb-qal-perf-3rd-m-s AR /’amar "'says' + proper noun ‘TJ"T§/'adanoy
MM /yhwh "Yahweh" + prep. Ji*/ya‘an "because" + verb-qal-inf. const. ﬂfQST.’/‘asa "acted" +
proper noun ’T;\!@?i?a/pilisitiy "Philistines" + prep. 2/B "with" + noun-f-s MAPJ/n°qamah
"vengeance" + conj. 1/w "and" + verb-niph-imperf-3rd-m-pl [waw consec] Bj2J/naqam "took
vengeance' + noun-m-s B2d/nagam "vengeance" + prep. 2/B "with" + noun-m-s fb?ff;?/she’at
"contempt" + prep. 2/B "with" + noun-f-s W;:J/nephesh "soul" + prep. 5/L "for" + noun-m-s
n’ﬂf;??;/mashechiyth "destruction" + noun-f-s-const. i12"R/’eybah "hatred of..." + noun-m-s

D?‘IIJ/ ‘olam "eternity/forever").
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VERSE SIXTEEN
“Therefore, thus says Adonay Yahweh, ‘Behold, I will stretch out My hand over the
Philistines and will cut off the Cherethites and destroy the remnant of those on the sea
shore’”.

DURUGETOY YT MR W I IR MW 2 92
00T I AINGIN TN ST R

(prep 5L [untranslated] + adv. ]2/ken "therefore" + conj. M3/koh "thus" + verb-qal-perf-2nd-
m-s 2R /’amar "says" + + proper noun ’TJ"RS/ ’adanoy 117 /yhwh "Yahweh' + interj. 11377/
ninneh "behold" + verb-qal-part-m-s iT®3/natah "stretching out" + noun-f-s w/ suf-1st-c-s 77/
yad "my hand" + prep. 55_]/ ’al "over" + proper noun ‘m@5$/pelishyiy "Philistines" + conj. 1/
w "and" + verb-hiph-perf-1st-c-s [waw consec] N2 /karath "I will cut off" sign. d.o. X/ eth
[untranslated] + proper noun *N72/keretiy "Cheretites' + conj. 1/w "and" + verb-hiph-
perf-1st-c-s [waw consec] 72X ’abad "I will cause to perish/destroy" + sign d.o. 'R/'eth
[untranslated] + noun-f-s const. 7N Qj/she’eriyth "remainder/remnant of..." + noun-m-s

const. 'ﬂﬁﬂ/choph "shore/coast" + noun-m-s w/ d.a. @%/yam "the sea").

VERSE SEVENTEEN
“And I will send great vengeance upon them with wrathful discipline and they will know
that I am Yahweh when I send My wrath upon them”.

UNTE WY RN ANSIng N7 nipy B3 mLYED: MRpINN FN2 I

(conj. I/w "and" + verb-qal-perf-1st-c-s [waw consec] TT@STJ/ ‘asah "I will accomplish" + prep
w/ suf-3rd-m-pl 2/B "on them" + noun-f-pl T132/n°qamah "vengeance" + adj-f-pl ‘7?1;/
gadol "great" + prep. 2/B "with" + noun-f-pl const. M2 /tokachath "discipline..."

+ noun-f-s iM2r/chemah "wrath" + conj. 1/w "and" + verb-qal-perf-3rd-c-pl [waw consec]
UT/yada® "they will know" + conj. *2/kiy "that" + pron-1st-c-s "I®/’aniy "I" + to be verb
MiM/yhwh "Yahweh" + prep. 2/B "in" + verb-qal-inf. const. w/ suf-1st-c-s J03/nathan "my
giving" + sign. d.o. NX/'eth [untranslated] + noun-f-s w/ suf-1st-c-s. i1 23/n°cqamah "my

vengeance'" + prep. w/ suf-3rd-m-pl 2/B "on them").
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ANALYSIS OF VERSES

1.

10.

I1.

12.

13.

Having finished His proclamation against Edom, Yahweh moves on to a fourth gentile
nation, that of the Philistines.

We read in verse fifteen, “Thus says Adonay Yahweh, ‘Because the Philistines acted
with vengeance and took vengeance with contempt with a heart for destruction,
eternal hatred’”.

. The Philistines were an almost constant thorn in Israel’s side from the very beginning.

The land in which they lived was ceded to Israel, yet the Jews never completely cleared
the Philistines out of the territory.

They were nestled in the coastal territory of southwest Israel in the region of Gaza.

. During the time of Judges both Samuel and Samson fought against them (Judges 15:2; I

Sam. 7:1).

During the time of the monarchy Saul and David both fought against them (I Sam. 9:16;
13:1; 27:1).

The Philistines paid tribute to both Jehoshaphat and Hezekiah, yet were never stamped
out (IT Chron.17:11; II Kings 18:8).

The Philistines not only gloated or celebrated at Judah’s down fall but are said to have
“acted with vengeance” and “took vengeance with contempt”.

The specific vengeance is not recorded elsewhere in Scripture. However they, like
several other nations around them, probably joined in with the Babylonians and took
advantage of the situation (Ezekiel 23:22, 23).

Prior to the Babylonian invasion, the Philistines did do harm to the nation (Ezek. 16:27;
II Chron. 28:18).

Note that God refers to the Philistines possessing an “eternal hatred” where God uses the
feminine, singular construct of 12X /’eybah, “hatred, enmity”, connected to the
masculine, singular noun, Di?ﬁ&’/ ‘olam, “forever, evermore, perpetual, everlasting,

ancient”.

It refers to the hatred that the Philistines had for the Jews going all the way back to the

beginning, back to the time of conquest when the two nations first eyed each other (Josh
13:2, 3; Judg. 3:31).

They were a bitter enemy to the Jews, utilizing all of their strength to stop them from
taking over the land they held, the land Yahweh had given to His people.
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God continues His message to Ezekiel by stating, “Therefore, thus says Adonay
Yahweh, ‘Behold, I will stretch out My hand over the Philistines and will cut off the
Cherethites and destroy the remnant of those on the sea shore’”.

The Philistines were subdued during the time of Nebuchadnezzar, but not completely
destroyed by the Babylonians but the Egyptians (Jer. 47:1ff).

Note that He states that He is not merely going to cut off the Philistines, but the “remnant
of those on the sea shore”.

Our word for “remnant” is the feminine, singular construct of NYINXW/she’eriyth

"remainder, remnant, posterity, residue, survivors, that which has survived after a
previous elimination process or catastrophe”

Hence God cuts off the Philistines and then goes back and destroys those who survive the
onslaught.

According to historical record, the Philistines ceased to be a distinct people in 604 BC.

Yes the Philistines have been vanquished as a national entity. There has not be a nation
called Philistia in many years, however the remnant of the people have survived and
survive to this day.

The Philistines are called the “Cherethites” here. While this is a word used of some of
David’s guard (I Chron. 18:17), this was also a term used in reference to the Philistines
(cp. Zeph. 2:5).

The term is related to the Greek term, “Cretans”. Crete is the island from which many
believe the Philistines to have migrated from prior to living in the Middle East.

He continues in verse seventeen where He states “And I will send great vengeance
upon them with wrathful discipline and they will know that I am Yahweh when I
send My wrath upon them”.

God will not merely send vengeance upon them but “great vengeance” and they will
know that Yahweh has stood up to fight for His people!!!

While little remained after the Egyptian conquest, the ultimate fulfillment of this
prophecy is fulfilled in the end times (Zeph. 2:4, 5)!!!

It is noteworthy that, though there has not been a nation called Philistia in over 2700
years, the cities of the Philistines have retained their names to this very day and people
have continued to live in this part of the Near East.
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27. Could many of the people causing so much trouble for Israel on the Gaza Strip be related
the ancient enemy, the Philistines? Could what we are viewing now be the final phase of
the eternal hatred that they have held for Israel?

28. May we soon view the final fulfillment of prophecy given by Zephaniah?

The End of Ezekiel Chapter 25
June 18th, 2024
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